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GREETINGS  TO  ALL  TAMS  MEMBERS 

I would  like  to  express  ray  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  the  honor  and  confidence  you 
have  expressed  in  electing  ray  as  your  third  President  of  TAMS.  To  follow  the  two 
giants  that  have  preceded  me.  Dr.  George  Fuld,  and  James  J.  Curto,  will  indeed 
be  no  small  job.  I only  hope  that  I can  contribute  a little  to  the  Society  to  be 
added  to  the  great  accomplisherants  that  have  been  made  by  them. 

We  are  firmly  established  as  an  important  part  of  the  Numismatic  world.  This  is 
due  to  the  willingness  of  our  membership  to  accept  the  ball  when  it  was  thrown 
us  by  that  small  dedicated  group  of  token  and  medal  collectors  who  met  in 
Detroit  on  Nov.  19,  I960.  At  that  time  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  came  into 
being.  This  group  of  about  twelve  well  known  collectors,  with  their  foresight 
and  untiring  efforts,  coupled  with  the  aid  of  a few  others  at  the  beginning  has 
resulted  in  the  phenomenal  growth  of  our  society  to  802  membership  cards  having 
been  issued  at  the  time  of  our  meeting  in  Denver  last  August.  At  that  time  we 
had  642  active  members,  so  I again  say  our  growth  has  been  phenomenal.  In  only 
three  years  we  have  reached  an  active  membership  of  642.  It  took  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  23  years  to  reach  that  number.  From  1891  to  1941* 

The  days  of  our  spectacular  growth  are  probably  at  an  end.  From  now  on  our 
growth  will  be  slow  and  steady.  We  will  continue  to  grow,  however.  We  will  grow 
because  we  will  work  for  what  we  believe;  that  the  collecting  of  tokens  and  medals 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  numismatics.  History  and  beauty 
abounds  in  these  pieces.  Tokens  and  medals  were  known  to  the  Greeks,  the  Romans 
and  the  Chinese  as  long  ago  as  they  had  coins.  Altho  TAMS  is  a new  organization, 
collecting  of  tokens  and  medals  is  not  new. 
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To  grow  and  to  further  our  aims  as  stated  in  our  constitution  it  is  necessary 
that  we  all  contribute.  One  way  you  can  contribute  is  to  write  your  officers 
giving  suggestions  for  the  betterment  of  the  society.  Be  willing  to  serve  on 
committees  and  let  your  officers  know  of  your  willingness.  At  every  opportunity 
display  your  material  at  the  numismatic  gatherings  that  you  attend.  Be  willing 
to  give  talks  at  your  local  clubs,  thus  giving  others  the  opportunity  of  be- 
coming interested  in  our  society;  write  an  article  for  the  TAMS  Journal  on  some 
subject  relating  to  your  favorite  token  or  medal.  This  will  now  only  be  of 
interest  to  all  of  us,  but  you  may  also  win  an  award  at  the  meeting  next  August. 

A committee  will  be  appointed  to  judge  the  best  article  that  appears  in  the 
TAMS  Journal  next  year. 

One  important  fact  that  we  should  all  keep  in  mind.  The  officers  and  appointees 
of  our  society  in  all  instances  are  doing  their  work  gratis.  They  all  have 
limited  time  in  which  to  do  it.  So  may  I ask  that  all  members  cooperate  with  them 
fully  so  as  to  make  their  load  easier.  The  Editor,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  all 
have  endless  jobs  to  perform.  You  can  show  your  appreciation  by  being  prompt 
in  furnishing  the  Editor  with  articles,  notify  the  secreatry  immediately  of 
change  of  address,  and  pay  your  dues  to  the  treasurer  before  or  soon  after  they 
become  due. 


Thank  you  and  lets  all  make  the  coming  year  a big  one  for  TAMS, 

PAUL  HAMM,  President 


THE  LIBRARIAN  SPEAKS 
by  Clifford  Mishler,  Librarian 

The  library  has  received  another  generous  donation  to  its  funds,  $10.00,  received 
from  Mr.  Martin  Jacobowitz.  These  additional  funds  will  soon  be  put  to  use  to 
purchase  more  much  needed  volumes.  Other  recent  doners  of  material  have  been 
Jack  F.  Bums  and  Russell  Rulau. 

Unfortunately  the  librarian  has  not  yet  received  any  significant  donations  from 
the  regional  organizations,  in  the  form  of  copies  of  their  respective  periodicals. 
Certainly  the  library  should  have  a complete  file  of  these  publications,  if  it  is 
still  possible  to  do  so.  Only  those  issues  listed  below  are  now  at  hand. 

Library  Catalog  - 

The  following  additions  should  be  made  to  the  catalog  as  previously  published: 

B-4  Bums,  Jack  F. ; The  Coinage  of  Panama.  1963  (Reprint  of  May  1963  Numisma 
monograph ) . 17pp • 

C-9  Chicago  Area  Token  & Medal  Society;  The  Catamount  (periodic  issues); 

Vol.  1,  No.  2 thru  Vol.  1,  No.  4» 

C-10  California  Exonumist  Society;  The  Medallion  (quarterly);  Vol.  II,  No. 4 only. 


- 99  - 


F-3  Faulkner,  Chris;  Trade  Goods  and  the  fMade  Beaver1  Tokens.  1963 • 

1 l/3pp»  Illus.  (In  "Calcoin  News,"  Vol.  17,  No.  3 pages  90  and  91). 

R-2  Raymond,  Wayte;  English  Bank  Tokens.  1936.  1 l/3pp.  Illus.  (in  "The  Coin 
Collectors  Journal,"  Dec.  1936,  pages  186  and  196;. 

R-3  Raymond,  Wayte;  "Coin  Topics".  1937.  Issues  number  7 and  8. (Contain 
miscellaneous  short  items  on  exonumist  items). 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP,  AUGUST  8,  1963 

Annual  meeting  of  the  general  membership  of  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  was  held 
at  the  Denver  Hilton  Hotel  on  Thursday,  August  8,  1963  beginning  at  2:45  p.m. 
President  James  J.  Curto,  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich.,  presided. 

Roll  call  revealed  49  members  and  guests  present.  Complete  list  of  those 
attending  is  attached  to  and  made  a part  of  these  minutes. 

Everyone  present  was  introduced  and  asked  to  give  their  home  town  and  state  and 
their  collecting  specialty. 

President  Curto  gave  a general  report  on  the  growth  and  development  of  TAMS  during 
the  past  year.  He  expressed  optimism  in  the  future,  noting  that  TAMS  members  have 
every  reason  to  expect  continued  growth,  good  administration  and  frugal  use  of 
TAMS  monies  in  the  coming  year. 

Minutes  of  the  Annual  General  Membership  Meeting,  held  August  16,  1962  in  Detroit, 
Mich,  were  read  and  approved  without  change. 

Secretary  'W.B.  Spilman,  Waynesboro,  Va.  reported  two  communications  of  importance 
received.  One  was  the  acceptance,  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  of 
the  membership  application,  and  the  issuing  of  ANA  number  47142  to  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society.  The  other  was  the  Certificate  to  Copyright  for  the  Journal  of  the 
Token  and  Medal  Society,  received  from  the  Copyright  Office  of  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  802  membership  numbers  had  been  issued  since  TAMS 
was  formed,  146  of  them  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Secretary  Spilman  also  reported  nine  resignations  since  the  last  annual  meeting. 
Three  members  died  in  the  past  fiscal  year.  A report  on  delinquent  members  showed 
that  72  had  been  dropped  from  the  rolls,  upon  recommendation  of  the  treasurer, 
for  non-payment  of  dues  for  1963* 

Secretary  further  reported  that  14  bronze  medals  of  the  Atlanta  convention  had 
been  disposed  of  by  his  office  from  an  original  shipment  of  65  sent  him  by  the 
former  secretary.  51  remain  to  be  sold.  Of  25  silver  medals  of  this  same  die, 

17  have  been  disposed  of  and  8 remain  to  be  sold. 

President  Curto  reported  that  copies  of  Maurice  Gould1 s book  on  Counterstamps  were 
available  from  Paul  Hamm  at  $1  each  during  the  convention. 
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Treasurer  Virginia  P.  Culver,  Arcadia,  Calif,  reported  a balance  in  the  bank  of 
$1368.93  with  three  Journals  yet  to  be  paid  for  in  1963.  She  reported  receipts 
since  last  annual  meeting  of  $2693*76  and  disbursements  of  $1894.86.  Balance  at 
last  annual  meeting  was  $545*03. 

President  Curto  discussed  a proposed  budget  which  showed  a small  deficit,  but 
pointed  out  that  income  from  new  members,  advertising,  and  sale  of  back  issues 
was  not  included  in  the  proposed  income  of  the  budget,  and  should  easily  offset 
the  budgeted  deficit. 

Advertising  Manager  W.  B.  Spilman  reported  that  paid  advertising  had  been  accepted 
in  four  issues  of  the  Journal,  with  $335  received.  Of  this  amount,  $301  was  from 
display  advertising  and  $34  from  classified  advertising.  He  e:xpressed  optimism 
about  the  future  possibilities  of  advertising  as  a source  of  income  for  TAMS. 

A lengthy  report  from  Journal  Editor  Russell  Rulau,  Sidney,  Ohio,  was  read  by  the 
Secretary.  In  brief  the  report  noted  that  five  issues  of  the  Journal  had  been 
published  since  last  annual  meeting;  that  a copyright  had  been  secured  for  the 
Journal;  that  the  official  seal  of  TAMS  was  first  used  in  October,  1962  as  the 
masthead;  that  working  arrangements  had  been  secured  for  use  of  material  from 
certain  other  numismatic  publications  and  their  use  of  TAMS  material;  that  the 
Journal  of  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  is  now  being  regularly  reviewed  in  nine 
other  numismatic  publications;  and  that  sufficient  manuscripts  are  on  hand  to 
continue  many  issues  of  the  Journal.  The  report  concluded  with  several  suggestions 
including:  creation  of  a TAMS  literary  award  for  articles  in  the  Journal;  solution 

of  the  mailing  list  problem;  beginning  of  a state-by-state  listing  of  tokens  in  the 
Journal  as  soon  as  practicable;  beginning  of  a realistic  pricing  or  evaulation  of 
tokens  and  medals  as  soon  as  possible;  and  continued  development  of  new  authors 
for  the  Journal  in  order  to  insure  a continued  variety  of  numismatic  literature 
appearing  in  the  Journal. 

Librarian  Clifford  Mishler,  Iola,  Wise,  reported  that  the  TAMS  library  now  has  55 
to  60  pieces.  He  pointed  out  that  $27*05  had  been  used  to  purchase  numismatic 
books  last  fiscal  year,  and  that  many  donations  from  members  had  been  received. 

He  urged  members  with  books  to  give  away,  consider  donating  them  to  the  ever- 
growing TAMS  library. 

Legal  Counsel  Harry  Lessin,  Norwalk,  Conn,  reported  that  the  Board  had  voted  to 
expand  its  member  ship  to  12  persons  and  that  the  three  elected  officers  of  TAMS 
would  be  automatically  Board  members  whether  elected  by  the  membership  or  not. 

These  two  changes  in  the  by-laws,  he  noted,  were  voted  in  executive  session  of 
the  Board  prior  to  the  general  membership  meeting,  in  accordance  with  Article 
VIII,  Section  1 of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  TAMS. 

Public  thanks  were  given  Joe  Kotler  for  his  work  in  securing  an  attractive  binder 
for  issues  of  the  TAMS  Journal.  It  was  pointed  out  that  these  binders  are  now 
available  from  Christensen  and  Stone  for  $1.75* 

Dr.  Phillip  Whiteley,  Denver,  Colo,  and  Harold  Schmal,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  co-chair- 
men of  the  program  committee,  reported  that  a steak  or  fish  dinner  would  be 
served  at  the  Denver  Press  Club  Friday  night,  Aug.  9,  1963  and  that  all  TAMS 
members  and  guests  were  invited  to  this  first  official  TAMS  social  function. 

They  reported  70  tickets  distributed  at  that  time. 
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Paul  Hamm,  San  Diego,  chairman  of  the  Resolutions  and  Awards  Committee,  reported 
that  his  committee  had  made  a lengthy  report  to  the  Board  earlier  and  that  the 
following  recommendations  had  been  approved: 

That  past  president,  past  secretary,  and  past  treasurer  awards  will  be  presented 
these  individuals  upon  retiring  from  their  respective  offices;  that  a bronze  medal 
be  awarded  to  the  first  two  editors  of  the  Journal;  that  compensation  to  future 
editors  be  granted  amount  to  be  determined  by  the  state  of  the  Treasury;  that 
certificates  of  appreciation  be  awarded  Don  Sherer,  Dan  Brown  and  Joe  Kotler,  for 
services  rendered  our  Society;  that  the  Constitution  & By-Laws  of  TAMS  be  pub- 
lished in  the  next  Journal;  that  Life  Membership  not  be  granted  yet;  and  that 
our  Legal  Counsels  assume  the  status  of  Board  members  in  the  absence  of  regular 
members  at  meetings  of  the  Board. 

President  Curto  told  the  meeting  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Code  of 
Ethics  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  executive  session  of  the  Board,  but  was  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee  for  refinement  of  certain  areas  that  proved  con- 
troversial among  Board  members.  At  present,  TAMS  is  operating  under  a Code 
prepared  by  Russ  Rulau  which  was  adopted  at  Detroit  in  1962  by  the  membership. 

It  outlines  general  disfavor  of  the  entire  field  of  numismatic  imitiations, 
specifically  those  imitiations  not  properly  marked  as  copies  of  the  original. 

Concerning  possible  evaulation  of  token  and  medals,  the  President  noted  that  a 
lengthy  duscussion  was  held  on  this  matter  during  the  earlier  Board  meeting.  The 
Board  agreed  that  something  should  be  started  in  this  direction,  and  the  incoming 
president  agreed  to  appoint  a committee  to  get  busy  in  this  field. 

The  President  reported  that  the  B.P.  Wright  award,  sponsored  for  two  years  now  by 
TAMS,  and  going  to  the  best  display  of  tokens  at  the  annual  ANA  convention,  had 
been  taken  over  by  the  Regan  Memorial  Fund,  and  that  the  only  involvement  by  TAMS 
now  would  be  an  annual  contribution  to  the  Fund.  This  Wright  award  was  won  both 
in  1962  and  1963  by  our  own  Virginia  Culver. 

In  other  matters  reported  by  the  President  to  the  membership  as  having  been  acted 
on  in  the  board  meeting  were:  matter  of  issuing  Life  Membership  was  again  tabled; 
possibility  of  affiliating  with  additional  numismatic  societies  other  than  ANA 
was  tabled;  sending  the  TAMS  minutes  to  affiliated  charter  clubs  was  approved; 
publishing  of  minutes  of  TAMS  meetings  in  the  Journal  was  left  to  the  descretion 
of  the  Editor;  publishing  the  Constitution  once  annually  in  the  Journal  was 
approved;  preparing  new  letterheads  for  the  new  officers  was  approved;  listing  of 
affiliated  charter  clubs  on  the  letterhead  was  not  approved;  endorsing  of  part- 
icular candidates  in  ANA  elections  by  TAMS  was  not  approved;  permission  was 
granted  to  the  President  to  vote  the  TAMS  ballot  in  ANA  elections  according  to 
his  personal  convictions;  possibility  of  a separate  TAMS  convention  was  deferred 
for  further  study;  possibility  of  a joint  meeting  with  AVA  in  1964  was  declined  with 
regrets;  and  the  Board  voted  not  to  become  involved  in  a personal  squabble, 
where  no  fraud  occured  or  seemed  intended,  between  members  #108  and  # 435  during 
which  one  recommended  the  expulsion  of  the  other  from  TAMS. 

Paul  Hamm,  on  behalf  of  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  then  presented  the  Past 
Presidents  medal  to  Jim  Curto;  the  Past  Treasurers  medal  to  Virginia  Culver;  and 
a medal  of  appreciation  to  Secretary  Spilman.  Mr.  Hamm  also  noted  that  a Past 
Presidents  medal  would  be  sent  to  George  Fuld;  and  a Past  Secretary-TreasurerS 
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medal  to  Lucy  Kelly,  Medals  of  appreciation  to  past  editors  Fuld  and  Russell  Rulau 
also  will  be  sent. 

Mr.  Hamm  reported  that  during  the  Board  meeting,  a certificate  of  appreciation 
for  services  rendered,  was  presented  Dan  Brown.  Certificates  also  will  be  given 
Don  Sherer  and  Joe  Kotler. 

A report  from  Ralph  A.  Mitchell,  chairman  of  the  nominating  committee,  was  read 
by  President  Curto.  It  was  moved,  duly  seconded,  and  unanimously  approved,  that 
the  Secretary  cast  a unanimous  ballot  for  the  slate  of  Board  members  as  presented. 
Accordingly,  Dr.  Phillip  Whiteley  was  elected  to  the  Board  for  one  year;  and 
Paul  Hamm,  Virginia  Culver,  Max  Schwartz,  George  Hatie,  Alva  Christensen  and 
Charles  Lipsky,  for  two  year  terms. 

Board  members  with  one  year  yet  to  serve,  and  therefore  not  involved  in  the 
election,  are  Maurice  Gould,  Ralph  A.  Mitchell,  Dr.  George  Fuld,  Harold  C. 

Schmal  and  Russell  Rulau. 

President  Curto  announced  that  the  following  officers  had  been  elected  in  the 
Board  meeting:  President,  Paul  Hamm;  1st  Vice  President,  Virginia  P.  Culver; 

2nd  Vice  President,  Maurice  Gould. 

The  meeting  was  then  turned  over  to  incoming  president  Paul  Hamm,  who,  after  a 
few  appropriate  remarks,  entertained  a motion  for  adjournment. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned  at  5:20  p.m. 


The  Journal  of  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  is  the  official  publication  of  the 
Token  and  Medal  Society,  founded  November  19,  I960  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  Copy- 
right 1963  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  a non-profit  organization. 
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( signed )William  B.  Spilman 
Secretary 
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ARTICLE  I 


Name,  Purpose  & Society  Year 


Section  1«  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  Token  & Medal  Society. 

Section  2.  The  purpose  of  the  Society  shall  be: 

a.  To  promote,  educate  and  encourage  the  study  and  collection  of 
Tokens  and  Medals. 

b.  To  cultivate  fraternal  collector  relations. 

c.  To  encourage  research  and  articles  pertaining  thereto. 

d.  To  disperse  information  and  knowledge  in  a society  bulletin. 

e.  To  advance  interest  and  prestige. 

f.  To  promote  meetings  at  conventions. 

g.  To  promote  and  encourage  distinct  classifications  at  exhibits. 

h.  To  endeavor  to  determine  values  or  rarities. 


Section  3«  The  fiscal  year  of  the  Society  shall  be  from  January  1st.  to 
December  31st.  of  the  same  year. 


ARTICLE  II 
Membership  and  Dues 

Section  1.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  Regular  Members. 

Section  2.  Any  individual  over  18  years  of  age  and  of  good  moral  character  and 
reputation,  who  is  interested  in  Tokens  and  Medals  as  related  to  numismatics, 
shall  be  eligible  for  Regular  Membership. 

Section  3.  Application  for  Membership  shall  be  made  on  forms  prescribed  by  the 
Society. 

Section  4«  Applications,  together  with  the  proper  amount  of  the  initiation  fee 
and  1 year  dues,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  who,  if  he  finds  no  objection  to 
admitting  the  applicant,  shall  issue  the  proper  form  of  membership  card.  Should 
the  Secretary  have  reason  to  question  the  admission  of  any  applicant  to  Membership, 
the  application  of  said  applicant  will  be  submitted  to  the  Executive  Board  for 
final  decision. 

Section  5.  The  initiation  fee  for  Membership  shall  be  $1.00  and  subject  to 
change  by  a majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Section  6.  The  Annual  Dues  for  Regular  Membership  shall  be  $3.00  payable  in 
advance  and  subject  to  change  by  a majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Section  7.  Membership  annual  dues  are  due  on  January  1st  of  each  year.  Members 
more  than  90  days  in  arrear  may  be  dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues.  A member 
dropped  for  non-payment  of  Dues  may  be  reinstated  by  the  payment  of  the  current 
year  dues  plus  one  half  years  back  dues. 

Section  8.  Any  member  violating  these  By-Laws  or  committing  any  unfair  or  un- 
ethical act  in  his  dealings  with  fellow  Numismatists  or  against  this  or  other 
Numismatic  Organizations  shall,  by  a majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Board,  be 
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expelled  from  Membership.  Such  action  shall  not  be  taken  by  the  Board,  however, 
without  first  notifying  the  accused  in  writing  of  the  complaint  against  him  and 
allowing  the  accused  a period  of  30  days  to  present  in  writing  such  evidence  and/ 
or  arguments  as  may  be  desired  in  defense,  for  consideration  by  the  Board.  All 
complaints  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Board  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  complainant. 

Section  9.  No  debts  shall  be  contracted  by  the  Society  without  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Executive  Board. 


ARTICLE  III 

Officers  - Governors  - Executive  Board 

Section  1.  The  Society  shall  have  a 12  member  Board  of  Governors  which  shall 
include  the  President  and  2 Vice-Presidents.  The  Society  shall  also  have  a 
Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

Section  2.  The  Officers  and  Board  of  Governors  shall  constitute  the  Executive 
Board  who  shall  manage,  operate  and  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Section  3.  The  Members  of  the  Board  shall  be  elected  from  the  Membership-at- 
Large  by  a majority  vote  of  Society  Members  in  attendance  at  a general  meeting 
of  the  Society  - a total  of  12  shall  be  elected. 

Section  4.  The  President  and  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board 
of  Governors  from  among  its  own  members.  These  officers  are  automatically 
members  of  the  Board  of  Governors  by  virtue  of  their  election. 

Section  3.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Governors  from  the  Member ship-at -Large. 

Section  6.  The  Officers  and  the  Board  of  Governors  shall  have  the  usual  duties 
delegated  to  their  respective  offices  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Society  and 
shall  serve  without  compensation,  except  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Executive 
Board. 

Section  7.  All  officers  and  governors,  with  the  exception  of  the  President,  shall 
be  elected  for  a period  of  2 fiscal  years  of  the  Society  on  a basis  that  elections 
to  the  Board  of  Governors  shall  be  staggered,  6 elected  one  year  and  6 elected  the 
following  year,  to  allow  for  a continued  personnel  carry  over  in  the  administration 
of  the  Society.  The  President  (see  Sec. 4)  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year 
and  may  be  re-elected.  When  his  term  of  office  expires  he  shall  serve  ex-officio 
as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  one  year. 

Section  8.  All  officers  and  Governors  must  be  members  of  good  standing  in  the 
Society. 

Section  9.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  and  generally  supervise 
all  matters  of  business  or  of  interest  to  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President  at  any  meeting,  the  next  highest  officer  present  shall  preside. 


ARTICLE  IV 
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Committees  and  Other  Required  Personnel 

Section  1»  The  President  may  appoint  such  committees  as  he  deem  necessary  or 
proper  for  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Section  2.  The  President  may  appoint  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
other  personnel  to  posts  required  in  the  Society  such  as  Editor,  Historian,  Curator 
or  other,  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Board  as  necessary. 

ARTICLE  V 

Incorporation  and  Affiliation 
Section  1.  The  Society  may  be  incorporated. 

Section  2.  The  Society  shall  maintain  continuous  affiliation  in  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  The  Society  holds  ANA  membership  number  47142. 

Section  3.  Clubs  with  interests  similar*  to  those  of  this  organization  may  become 
affiliated  as  Chartered  Clubs  providing  that  75$  of  its  members  are  members  of  the 
Token  & Medal  Society. 


ARTICLE  VI 

Meetings  and  Conventions 

Section  1.  The  Token  & Medal  Society  Collectors  shall  meet  in  Convention  each 
year  during  the  time  and  at  the  place  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Board  shall  meet  in  open  session  during  said  convention 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Section  3.  Special  meetings  of  the  Executive  Board  can  be  called  by  the  President 
when  such  a meeting,  in  his  opinion,  is  considered  necessary  and  a majority  vote 
of  those  present  shall  govern;  However,  7 members  of  the  Executive  Board  shall 
constitute  a quorum. 

Section  4.  The  following  order  of  business  is  included  herein  as  a guide  and 
convenience  only.  It  is  flexible  for  application  as  conditions  warrant. 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Reading  of  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Introduction  of  visitors  of  celebrities. 

4.  Report  of  officers. 

5.  Acceptance  and  approval  of  the  reports  of  the  Secretary. 

6.  Acceptance  and  approval  of  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer. 

7.  Reading  and  acceptance  of  resignations. 

8 . Communic  at ions . 

9.  Unfinished  business. 

10.  New  business. 

A.  Report  of  Committees. 
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B.  Invitation  for  future  conventions. 

C.  Other  Business. 

D.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

11.  Introduction  and  Installation  of  New  Officers. 

12.  Opportunity  to  present  any  new  business  to  or  by  the  new  Officers. 

13.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

14 . Ad  j oumment  • 

ARTICLE  VII 

Governing  Board  = Committees 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  all  members  of  the  Executive 
Board  and  Committee  personnel  to  keep  paramount,  the  purpose  and  objectives  of  this 
Society  and  to  devote  their  energies  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  aims. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

Amendments 

Section  1.  Alterations  or  amendments  to  these  By-Laws  shall  be  a majority  vote 
of  the  Executive  Board. 


APPROVED:  August,  1962 


AMENDED:  August,  1963 


\/  \/ 
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ADVERTISING  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NEXT  ISSUE  IS  DEC.  1,  1963 


X/Jh  uyrn  Civil  War  Store  Cards . 
wf  Mil  I LU  Want  the  Following  States . 

Alabama , Iowa , Kansas , Kentucky,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  Mis* 
souri,  West  Virginia,  and  Tennessee.  Also  want  the  following 
items.  (1 ) Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens  -Fuld’s  506*520.  (2)  Ferry 
Boat  Tokens.  (3)  Political  Medals,  Tokens,  Badges , Ribbons, 
Bidlots,  Etc.  — Used  in  Presidential  Elections.  State  price 
in  your  letter  if  possible.  Will  buy  or  trade • 

Edwin  G.  Hibarger 

3462  Whitfield  Ave..  Cincinnati  20,  Ohio 
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REGENCY  COIN  & STAMP  ISSUES  REPRINT  OF  BRETON’S 
"POPULAR  ILLUSTRATED  GUIDE  TO  CANADIAN  COINS  & 

MEDALS  1894-1912" 

The  long  awaited  reprint  of  one  of  the  scarcest  and  most  important  Numismatic  works 
on  Canadian  Coins  and  Medals  is  now  available  to  coin  collectors. 


The  average  collector  has  long  been  unable  to  even  borrow  a copy  of  this  rare 
volume.  Now  the  members  of  T.A.M.S.  have  a chance  to  acquire  a copy  for  a mere 
$6.00  investment.  (The  retail  price  will  be  $8.50  per  copy). 

Done  on  high  quality  paper  and  exceptionally  well  bound  this  volume  will  be 
welcome  to  the  Canadian  collector  who  heretofore  had  to  pay  from  $75*00  to  $100.00 
if  and  when  he  could  find  a copy  for  sale.  A valuable  feature  of  the  new  reprint 
is  the  inclusion  of  the  "Rarity  Guide"  of  1907  and  the  "Value  Guide"  by  Breton  of 
1912. 


This  reprint  is  limited  to  1300  numbered  copies;  so  you  who  lack  this  "must"  volume 
had  better  get  your  order  in  to  Regency  Coin  & Stamp  Co.  soon. 


R.A.M. 


TAMS  PUBLISHES  7/RIGHT  REPRINT 


TAMS  has  sponsored  a reprint  of  Benjamin  P.  Wright’s  "American  Store  or  Business 
Cards"  originally  published  in  serial  form  in  "The  Numismatist"  from  1898  to  1901. 
The  work  consists  of  a listing  of  over  1700  different  tokens  from  almost  all  the 
various  token  categories.  Merchants  tokens.  Transportation  tokens,  trade  checks, 
sutler  checks,  etc.  are  all  contained  in  this  classic  reference.  A large  number 
of  the  items  listed  have  never  been  reproduced  in  a numismatic  reference  since. 
This  reprint  will  have  a hard  paper  cover,  contain  over  185  pages,  over  500 
illustrations  and  rarity  values  for  each  piece.  All  but  a few  of  the  tokens  will 
also  be  priced!  TAMS  has  published  a total  of  500  copies  which  will  retail  at 
$5.00  each.  TAMS  members  may  secure  a copy  for  a 1+0%  discount  or  $3.00  by  sending 
payment  to  Mrs.  John  Culver,  1220  Oakwood  Drive,  Arcadia,  California,  91006. 
Delivery  of  the  books  is  expected  about  December  1st  but  advance  orders  are  now 
being  accepted.  We  are  endebted  to  all  who  have  made  this  much  needed  work  at 
last  available  to  us.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  Russ  Rulau  for  his  technical 
assistance  and  George  Fuld  for  setting  the  rarity  values  and  prices. 


MISHLER  MERITS  AWARD 


The  new  board  of  TAMS  is  happy  to  have  the  opportunity  to  award  a framed 
certificate  of  merit  to  Cliff  Mishler  for  his  outstanding  contribution  of  our 
society  emblem.  This  was  unanimously  adopted  after  being  presented  at  the  2nd 
annual  convention  in  Detroit  and  has  been  used  since.  In  addition  to  this 
contribution.  Cliff  has  served  ably  and  graciously  as  historian-curator  of  the 
society  since  its  inception. 


ADMITTED  TO  MEMBERSHIP 
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801  Henry  H.  Clifford,  639  S.  Spring  St.,  Los  Angeles  14,  Calif. 

802  Charles  B.  Wilson,  1830  Cheryl  Drive,  Sidney,  Ohio 

803  Don  L.  Decker,  3562  Riedham  Road,  Shaker  Heights,  20,  Ohio 

804  Lloyd  J.  Hunter,  19603  Mack  Ave.,  Grosse  Pointe  Woods,  Mich. 

805  John  T.  Abbott,  9001  Rutland,  Detroit  28,  Mich. 

806  B.  C.  Tillotson,  494  Putnam  Pike,  Greenville,  R.I. 

807  Abe  Kosoff,  P.0.  Box  456,  Encino,  Calif. 

808  William  0.  Wisslead,  2053  Cypress  Ave.,  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

809  Henry  Ford  Museum  & Greenfield  Village,  Dearborn,  Mich. 

810  Dave  Hess,  Box  15025,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815 

811  Michael  S.  Millward,  336  White  House,  Albany  St.,  London,  W.I.,  England 

812  Myron  Mayers,  340  W.  28th  St.,  New  York,  1,  N.Y. 

CHANGES  OF  ADDRESS 

4 Dr.  George  Fuld,  P.0.  Box  9035,  Akron,  Ohio  44305 
99  Duane  H.  Feisel,  P.0.  Box  215,  Madfield,  Mass. 

104  Howard  E.  Davis,  Sr.,  P.0.  Box  32,  Bonifay,  Fla. 

136  California  Exonumist  Society,  8316  Lake  Ben,  San  Diego  19,  Calif. 

303  Major  Sheldon  S.  Carroll,  Curator  of  the  Numismatic  Collection, 

Bank  of  Canada,  Ottawa,  4,  Ontario,  Canada 
309  Eugene  F.  Mushinski,  Art-Gem  Coins,  7916  Harvard  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
473  C.  Tannahill,  STE.#901,  Crown  Towers,  52  Forest  St., 

New  Westminister,  B.C.,  Canada 

556  James  G.  Tanner,  TD  1,  Faetulant,  Atab,  Aewtraunit,  Naval  Air  Station, 

Patuxent  River,  Md. 

566  Harvey  L.  Rose,  8316  Lake  Ben,  San  Diego,  19,  Calif. 

618  Douglas  A.  Bly,  1203  Glenside  Ave.,  Wilmington  3,  Del.  19803 
761  Aubra  D.  Jones,  P.0.  Box  75551,  Stanford  Sta.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

789  James  D.  King,  P.0.  Box  82,  Westwood,  N.J. 

SPECIAL  THANKS  to  Virginia  Culver,  George  Fuld,  Joe  Kotler,  Paul  Targonsky, 

Foster  Pollack,  A1  Hoch  and  a few  others  who  have  sent  the  Secretary  their  ZIP 
Code  numbers.  We  are  in  the  process  of  revising  the  entire  TAMS  mailing  list, 
and  RIGHT  NOW  is  a good  time  to  send  us  your  ZIP  Code  number,  so  we  can  include 
it  in  the  revision.  How  about  grabbing  a postcard  right  now  and  sending  your 
ZIP  Code  number  to:  W.B.  Spilman,  P.0.  Box  1122,  Waynesboro,  Va.  22980. 

TAMS  BINDERS  AVAILABLE 

The  California  Exonumist  Society  still  has  a few  TAMS  binders  available  for  your 
Journals  if  you  were  unable  to  purchase  yours  last  year.  CES  purchased  a large 
amount  to  insure  the  society  of  getting  the  required  amount  of  orders  to  make  this 
presentation  possible.  You  may  order  yours  from  Virginia  Culver,  1220  Oakwood 
Drive,  Arcadia,  Calif,  for  the  nominal  price  of  $1.45  each  plus  150  handling  and 
postage  charge.  These  binders  were  made  especially  to  hold  your  TAMS  Journals 
and  have  the  name  of  the  society  and  emblem  stamped  attractively  on  the  cover. 

This  project  was  made  possible  through  the  efforts  of  Joseph  Kotler  and  if  you 
missed  out  last  year,  here  is  your  chance  to  still  purchase  one  or  two  although 
they  are  no  longer  being  made. 


THE  NELSON -GANS  BOXING  TOKEN 


by  John  R.  Reynolds 
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This  token  was  probably  issued  as  a souvenir  piece  of  the  lightweight  champion- 
ship of  the  world  bout  between  "Battling  Nelson"  vs.  Joe  Gans,  in  Goldfield, 
Nevada,  as  well  as  a local  advertising  piece,  since  the  reverse  shows  THE  DEL 
MONTE/GOLD FIELD/KAPP  & REVERE.  I can  only  guess  that  the  Del  Monte  was  either  a 
local  hotel  or  bar  or  gambling  casino,  and  its  owners  were  probably  Kapp  & 
Revere. 


The  town  of  Goldfield,  Nevada,  was  in  1906,  a booming  mining  town  of  about  2000 
people,  mostly  interested  in  making  their  fortunes  in  the  high  grade  gold  ore 
diggings  in  the  nearby  area. 

Tex  Rickard,  a local  bar  and  gambling  casino  owner,  and  a couple  of  local  ex- 
newspapermen were  responsible  for  the  idea  of  staging  this  fight.  The  Nelson- 
Gans  fight  was  to  be  only  the  beginning  in  the  career  of  Tex  Rickard,  one  of  the 
greatest  sports  promoters  of  all  time.  He  went  on  to  promote  such  fights  as 
Jess  Willard  vs.  Frank  Moran,  Jack  Dempsey  vs.  George  Carpentier,  and  many  other 
famous  fights.  He  promoted  the  first  one  million  dollar  gate  in  boxing;  in  fact 
in  his  career  he  was  responsible  for  five  fights  with  gates  of  one  million  dollars 
or  more.  Rickard  was  probably  motivated  both  by  his  patriotic  fervor  for  Gold- 
field and  the  expected  increase  in  business  at  his  saloon.  The  Northern,  and  at 
his  already  fabulously  profitable  games  of  chance. 

A committee  of  the  townfs  bigwigs  met  and  set  up  a purse  of  $30,000  (another 
source  says  $35*000)  of  which  Rickard  donated  a third.  The  money  was  acquired 
in  splendid  new-minted  double  eagles,  and  placed  on  display  in  the  window  of 
George  Winfield’s  bank  in  Goldfield,  between  a couple  of  Wells  Fargo  messengers 
armed  with  Winchester  carbines. 


There  was  the  traditional  rock  drilling  contest,  won  by  a Tonopah  Comishman, 
who  drilled  37  inches  in  15  minutes,  as  well  as  burro  races  and  an  old  men’s 
pony  race.  The  crowd  around  the  major  saloons.  The  Northern,  The  Palace,  The 
Mohawk,  and  The  Hermitage  on  the  day  of  the  fight,  September  3*  1906,  was  so 
large  that  vehicles  could  not  move  on  Main  Street.  This  was  a most  cosmopolitan 
crowd.  Men  of  note  in  finance,  art,  literature,  mining  and  sports  were  all 

rubbing  elbows  with  the  local  miners  and  struggling  for  a place  to  eat,  drink  or 

gamble . 

Joe  Gans,  a colored  fighter  and  the  title  holder,  was  very  popular  among  the 
miners,  and  the  odds  were  generally  10  to  7 with  the  Negro  the  favorite.  Around 
7,000  poeple  were  present  to  witness  this  fight,  and  at  least  half  were  from  out 

of  state.  "Looking  over  the  crowd  there  appears  to  be  about  200  women  present. 

They  do  not  seem  to  be  of  the  type  one  would  expect  to  see  at  such  an  event,  but 
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on  the  contrary  appear  to  be  women  of  refinement."  "Although  Goldfield  is  a 
mining  camp,  it  is  seldom  that  a more  orderly  crowd  ever  attended  such  a contest. 
There  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  and  no  rough  language  was  used." 

After  the  boxers  weighed  in  and  met  the  weight  limits,  the  referee,  George  Siler, 
called  both  men  to  the  center  of  the  ring  for  instructions  at  3:22  P.M.  This  was 
to  be  the  first  unlisted  rounds,  or  finish  fight,  since  the  adoption  of  the  Marquis 
of  Queensbury  rules.  The  fight  lasted  for  42  rounds,  or  2 hours  and  3 minutes  of 
actual  fighting.  Both  fighters  were  in  top  shape  and  it  was  a hard  fought  battle, 
with  each  man  having  his  moments  of  brilliance.  By  the  41st  round.  Battling 
Nelson  or  ,[The  Durable  Dane"  as  he  was  called,  seemed  to  be  tiring  a bit  and  Joe 
Gans  seemed  to  be  the  stronger  and  was  ahead  in  the  points.  A rather  obvious 
very  low  blow  or  foul  by  Nelson  to  Joe  C-ans*  groin,  which  dropped  Gans  to  the 
floor  unconscious,  caused  Nelson  to  lose  the  fight  in  the  42nd  round.  As  the 
referee  announced  Gans  the  winner,  by  reason  of  the  foul,  all  the  crowd  cheered 
in  agreement  and  both  the  referee  and  Gans  were  cheered  as  they  left  the  ring. 

Joe  Gans  had  fought  a very  clean  fight  and  showed  real  sportsmanship.  Several 
times  he  had  helped  Nelson  up  from  the  floor.  At  one  time.  Nelson  hit  Gans  a 
vicious  blow  immediately  after  Gans  had  helped  him  up,  while  Gans  had  his  hands 
down  waiting  for  Nelson  to  regain  his  footing.  The  crowd  hissed  at  Nelson.  Gans 
was  really  one  of  the  foremost  boxers  in  history  in  the  areas  of  strategy  and 
skill.  His  talent  is  more  obvious  when  after  the  fight  it  was  revealed  that  in 
the  33rd  round  he  had  broken  his  right  hand  with  a hard  blow  to  Nelson* s face. 

A bone  snapped  in  his  hand  and  an  expression  of  pain  showed  on  his  face.  He 
limped  around  as  though  he  had  hurt  his  foot,  so  no  one  realized  that  he  had 
broken  his  hand.  He  never  used  his  right  hand  in  the  fight  again  except  for  a 
few  short-arm  blows  while  clinching. 

The  token  I used  for  photographic  purposes  is  owned  by  Carl  Erlandson  of  San 
Jose,  California. 

DESCRIPTION: 

Size  - 20  mm  in  diameter 

Metal  - Reportedly  struck  in  brass,  nickel  and  silver.  I have  seen  only  a nickel 
specimen. 

Edge  - Plain 

Obv./  In  center  a scene  of  two  men  boxing  with  the  legend  above  NELSON-GANS  and 
the  legend  below  SEP.  3,  1906. 

Rev./  Legend  in  three  lines  - THE  DEL  MONTE/GOLD FIETD/KAPP  & REVERE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Golesworthy,  Maurice  "The  Encyclopedia  of  Boxing" 

Beebe,  Lucius  and  Charles  Clegg  "U.S.  West,  the  Saga  of  Wells  Fargo" 

Grombach,  J.V.  "The  Saga  of  Sock" 

"Fresno  Morning  Republican"  Sept.  3 & 4>  1906. 

"New  York  Times"  Sept.  3 & 4,  1906. 


THE  WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDAL 
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by  George  Fuld 

Undoubtedly  the  most  famous  and  most  important  Washington  medal  is  the 
Washington  Before  Boston  medal, — it  was  the  first  medal  authorized  by  Congress 
in  1776,  although  due  to  various  circumstances,  it  was  not  struck  until  1786 
(at  the  Paris  Mint).  However,  the  most  amazing  fact  about  the  Washington  Before 
Boston  medal  is,  that  although  listed  in  dozens  of  references,  and  illustrated 
in  at  least  six  (Wyatt,  Snowden,  Loubat,  Johnston,  Raymond  and  Magriel),  the 
original  medal  has  never  been  illustrated  (and  on  most  occasions,  the  original 
has  been  improperly  described). 

Since  the  1880' s,  it  has  been  generally  acknowledged  that  the  method  of  de- 
tecting a restrike  Washington  Before  Boston  medal,  is  that  the  original  medal 
has  four  horses  hoofs  showing  under  Washington's  horse,  while  the  restrike  has 
three  legs  under  the  horse.  However,  as  will  be  discussed  in  this  article,  there 
are  five  distinct  restrikes,  from  four  different  obverse  dies  (one  of  which  is 
the  original  obverse  die)  and  five  different  restrike  reverses  (in  addition  to 
the  original  reverse  used  on  the  'original'  medal  that  was  presented  to 
Washington  in  both  gold  and  silver.  Amazingly  enough,  of  the  five  different 
reverses  used  for  restrikes,  only  two  show  three  hoofs  under  Washington's  horse, 
and  the  other  three  show  four  hoofs  under  Washington’s  horse.  To  further  com- 
plicate the  picture,  restrikes  (in  late  golden  bronze)  are  still  available  from 
Paris  mint  (dies  of  the  5th  restrike)  from  the  U.3.  Mint  at  Philadelphia  (dies 
of  the  4th  restrike)  and  both  of  these  current  dies  show  four  hoofs  showing 
under  Washington's  horse.  In  addition,  the  American  restrike  has  the  correct 
punctuation  in  the  exergue  legend  on  the  reverse,  which  is  also  supposed  to  be 
indicative  of  the  original  Washington  Before  Boston  medal. 

To  understand  the  very  confusing  situation  of  five  different  restrikes  of  an 
original  medal,  the  history  and  back  ground  of  this  medal  is  most  enlightening. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  MEDAL 

The  medal  was  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  commemorate  the  "Evacuation 
of  Boston"  on  March  17,  1776.  It  is  said  that  this  country  can  never  produce  a 
more  notable  memorial.  It  is  the  first  medal  of  a nation,  and  a record  of  that 
nation's  first  victory.  Congress,  then  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  was  surprised 
and  delighted  by  the  official  announcement  that  the  British  had  left  Boston; 
and  the  representatives  of  the  struggling  Colonies  gave  expression  to  their 
gratitude  in  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress,  in  their  own  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  united  Colonies  whom  they  represent, 
be  presented  to  his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct 
in  the  siege  and  accuisition  of  Boston;  and  that  a medal  be  struck 
in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  presented  to  his  Excellency; 
and  that  a committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a letter  of  thanks, 
and  proper  device  for  the  medal. 

"Monday,  March  25,  1776" 

The  three  members  chosen  were  Messrs.  Adams,  Jay  and  Hopkins.  The  mutual 
congradulations  among  the  members  of  the  committee,  the  president  of  the 


1.  E.B.  Johnson 
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Congress,  John  Hancock,  and  Washington  are  enlightening.  One  writerI 2  comments 
that  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Hancock  was  in  such  a stiff  and  courtly  style, 
that  the  conviction  arises  that  he  may  still  have  felt  the  sting  of  disappointment 
in  regard  to  not  having  received  the  command  of  the  army.  The  official  letter 
of  congradulations  and  of  the  award  of  the  gold  medal  is  contained  in  the 
following  letter  from  Hancock  to  Washington: 

PHILADELPHIA,  April  2,  1776 


TO 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON 

SIR:  It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleasure  to  convey  to  you,  by 
order  of  Congress,  the  only  tribute  a free  people  will  ever  consent  to 
pay — the  tribute  of  thanks  and  gratitude  to  their  friends  and 
benefactors.  The  disinterested  and  patriotic  principles  which  led 
you  to  glory;  and  it  affords  no  little  consolation  to  your  countrymen 
to  reflect  that,  as  a peculiar  greatness  of  mind  induced  to  you  decline 
any  compensation  for  serving  them,  except  the  pleasure  of  promoting 
their  happiness,  they  many,  without  your  permission,  bestow  upon  you 
the  largest  share  of  their  affections  and  esteem. 

Those  pages  in  the  annals  of  America  will  record  your  title  to  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  temple  of  fame  which  shall  inform  posterity 
that,  under  your  direction,  an  undisciplined  band  of  husbandmen,  in 
the  course  of  a few  months,  became  soldiers;  and  that  the  desolation 
meditated  against  the  country  by  a brave  army  of  veterans,  commanded 
by  the  most  experienced  generals,  but  employed  by  bad  men  in  the 
worst  of  causes,  was,  by  the  fortitude  of  your  troops,  and  the  address 
of  their  officiers,  next  to  the  kind  interposition  of  Providence, 
confined  for  near  a year  within  such  narrow  limits  as  scarcely  to 
admit  more  room  than  was  necessary  for  the  encampments  and  fort- 
ifications they  lately  abandoned.  Accept,  therefore,  Sir,  the 
thanks  of  the  United  Colonies,  unanimously  declared  by  their  delegates 
to  be  due  to  you  and  the  brave  officers  and  troops  under  your  command; 
and  be  pleased  to  communicate  them  this  distinguished  mark  of  the 
approbation  of  their  country.  The  Congress  have  ordered  a golden  medal. 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  to  be  struck,  and,  when  finished,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  you. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  Sir  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President 

On  the  same  day,  John  Adams,  as  a member  of  the  committee,  wrote  to  Washington, 
congradulating  him  and  telling  him  of  the  medal.  His  letter  is  as  follows: 

PHILADELPHIA,  April  2,  1776 


TO 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON 

SIR:  I congradulate  you,  as  well  as  all  the  friends  of  mankind, 


2.  J.F.  Loubat 
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in  the  reduction  of  Boston,  and  event  which  appeared  to  me  of  so 
great  and  decisive  importance,  that,  the  next  morning  after  the 
arrival  of  the  news,  I did  myself  the  honour  to  move  for  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Your  Excellency,  and  that  a medal  of  gold  should  be  struck 
in  commemoration  of  it.  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me, 
with  two  other  gentlemen,  to  prepare  a device.  I should  be  very 
happy  to  have  Your  Excellency1 s sentiments  concerning  a proper  one. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  a great  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
Obedient  and  Affectionate  servant. 


JOHN  ADAMS 

In  reply  to  the  letter  from  Adams,  Washington  wrote  as  follows: 

NEW  YORK,  April  15,  1776 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS , Esq. 

Sir, — I am  impressed  with  the  deepest  gratitude  for  the  high  honour 
intended  me  by  Congress.  Whatever  devices  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  respectable  committee  they  have  chosen  for  that  purpose,  will  be 
highly  agreeable  to  me.  I have  the  honour  to  be.  Most  respectfully. 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant. 

G.  WASHINGTON 

Interestingly  enough,  although  this  was  the  first  medal  authorized  by  Congress, 
even  predating  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  it  was  not  the  first  medal 
struck  by  order  of  Congress.  The  reasons  for  this  were  probably  consequent 
upon  the  difficulty  in  procuring  an  acceptable  model  of  the  head  of  Washington 
for  the  engraver  to  copy,  (in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  H.P.  Arnold,  the  delay  was 
also  due  to  incompetency  of  the  men  in  France  who  were  to  engage  the  French 
mint  to  execute  the  medal). 

As  is  well  known,  very  few  lifelike  portraits  of  Washington  were  available 
before  1790,  and  certainly  the  contemporary  medals  of  Washington  before  1830 
reflect  this  in  their  remarkable  disparity  from  any  accepted  lifelike  portrait 
in  most  cases. 

It  was  ten  years  after  the  date  of  the  orinigal  resolution  of  the  Congress  that 
the  order  for  the  Washington  Before  Boston  medal  was  given  to  the  French  artist 
Duvivier  to  make  dies  for  the  medal,  the  design  having  been  officially  approved. 

The  next  official  correspondence  of  record  in  regard  to  the  medal  is  a letter  to 
General  Washington  in  1785  from  Col.  Humphreys;  though  undoubtedly  there  was 
prior  correspondence  among  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  medal.  It  had  been 
decided  that  the  medal  should  be  struck  in  France  and  Humphreys  was  in  charge  of 
getting  the  medal  produced. 

Meanwhile,  eight  other  medals  had  been  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress  in 
compliment  to  gallant  officers.  It  appears  that  the  "respectable  committee" 
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modestly  declined  to  accept  the  delicate  responsibility  of  selecting  "proper 
devices"  for  the  Washington  medal,  very  wisely  appreciating  its  difficulties. 
However,  they  did  call  upon  the  French  ’Royal  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and 
Belles-Lettres1  to  propose  the  design  and  contemporary  records  at  the  meeting 
of  the  academy  gives  the  exact  design  as  proposed  to  Washington  in  Col. 
Humphreys1  letter  of  May,  1785. 

Col.  Humphreys*  letter  to  Washington  is  as  follows: — 

PARIS,  May,  1785 

M Y DEAR  GENERAL, — Upon  leaving  America,  Mr.  Morris  invested  me  with 
the  power  of  procuring  the  several  honorary  presents  which  have  been 
voted  by  Congress  to  different  officers  in  their  service  during  the 
late  war.  The  Royal  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles-Lettres,  to 
whom  I have  addressed  a letter  on  the  subject,  have  furnished  me  with 
the  following  device  and  inscription  which  is  to  be  executed  for  your 
Excellency:  One  side  the  head  of  the  general.  Legend:  "Georgio  Wash- 

ington, supremo  Duci  exercitum"  Adsertori  Liberatis  comitio  "Americano." 

On  the  reverse.  Taking  possession  of  Boston.  The  American  army  advances 
in  good  order  toward  the  town,  which  is  seen  at  a distance;  while  the 
British  army  flies  with  precipitation  toward  the  shore,  to  embark  on 
board  the  vessels  with  which  the  harbor  is  covered.  In  the  front  of 
the  American  army  appears  the  general  on  horseback  in  a group  of 
officers,  whom  he  seems  to  make  observe  the  flight  of  the  enemy 
beyond.  Legend:  "Hostibus  Primo  Fugatio".  ,rBxergue,  Bostonium 

Recuperatum  Die  XVII  Martii,  MCCCLXXVI".3 

I think  it  has  the  character  of  simplicity  and  dignity,  which  is  to 
be  aimed  at  in  a memorial  of  this  kind,  which  is  designed  to  transmit 
the  remembrance  of  a great  deed  to  posterity.  You  really  do  not  know 
how  much  your  name  is  venerated  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  general,  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

D.  HUMPHREYS 

Col.  Humphreys  left  Paris  for  London  before  the  work  on  the  medal  was  begun,  and 
the  matter  was  placed  in  change  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  following  letter  from 
Humphreys  proves  this  to  have  been  nearly  ten  years  after  the  congressional 
order: — 


LONDON,  Jan.  30,  1786 


To  THOMS  JEFFERSON,  Esq.,  Paris. 

DEAR  SIR, — Gatteau  the  engraver  lives  in  the  Street  St.  Thomas  du  Louvre, 
opposite  the  treasury  of  the  Duke  de  Chartres.  Now  that  there  is  no 
obstacle  to  commencing  the  medal  for  General  Washington  since  Houdon’s 
return,  I could  wish,  should  it  not  be  giving  you  too  much  trouble,  that 
you  would  send  for  Duvivier,  who  lives  in  the  old  Louvre,  and  propose 
to  him  undertaking  it  upon  exactly  the  terms  he  had  offered,  which, 

I think,  were  twenty — four  hundred  livres  besides  the  gold,  and  expense 


3.  There  are  four  errors  in  Latin  in  Humphrey’s  letter.  These  are  mispellings 
of  exercituum,  comitia,  Americana,  and  Fugatis.  They  appear  correctly  on  the 
medal. 
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of  coinage.  If  he  should  not  choose  it,  we  must  let  it  rest  until 
Dupre  shall  have  finished  Gen.  Green* s.  Gatteau  has  a paper  on 
which  is  the  description  of  Gen.  Washington  * s medal. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

D.  HUMPHREYS 

Jefferson  acted  promptly  on  these  suggestions;  and  assuredly  the  commission 
was  undertaken  in  his  usual  good  taste.  To  Col  Humphreys  he  wrote: — 

PARIS,  May  7,  1786. 

DEAR  SIR, — I have  received  the  books  and  papers  you  mention,  and  will 
undertake  to  have  finished  what  you  left  undone  of  the  medals,  or  at 
least  will  proceed  in  it  till  the  matter  shall  be  put  in  better  hands. 

I am  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Undoubtedly  the  Washington  medal  was  struck  in  gold  for  General  Washington  in 
1786,  and  sent  to  him  for  presentation,  although  for  some  unknown  reason  there 
is  no  formal  record  of  the  presentation,  nor  any  record  until  immediately  after 
his  death  in  1799. 

Although  no  formal  reply  was  received  from  Washington  to  Humphreys *s  letter 
of  May,  1785,  the  medal  as  executed  by  Duvivier  was  exactly  as  described  in  his 
letter  (with  the  latin  spelling  errors  being  corrected).  The  description  of  the 
medal  as  issued  shows  the  bust  of  Washington,  facing  right  modeled  after  Houdon*s 
famous  portraits.  This  profile  bust  modeled  from  the  Houdon  bust,  is  the 
classical  representation  of  Washington,  although  from  what  is  deduced  from  more 
life  like  pictures  as  well  as  his  death  mask,  it  is  somewhat  eugolized  in  its 
characterization.  The  legend  around  the  obverse  reads  GSORGIO  WASHINGTON 
SVPREMO  DUVI  EXERCITWM  ADSERTORI  LIBER  AT  IS  which  freely  translated  means  "To 
General  George  Washington  Supreme  Commander  of  the  Armies  and  Sstablisher  of 
Liberty.”  Below  the  bust  is  COMITIA  AMERICANA,  a legend  that  appears  below  the 
other  eight  medals  authorized  by  Congress  from  1777  to  1781  to  other  Commanders. 
Freely  translated,  it  means  "American  Committee”  and  refers  to  the  official 
authorization  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  is  likewise  as  proposed  in  Humphreys*  letter,  and  an 
enlargement  of  the  reverse  is  shown  on  Plate  I.  The  legend  above,  HOSTIBUS 
PRIMO  RJGATIS  freely  translated  means  "the  enemy  first  put  to  flight".  The 
exergue  legend  below  in  three  lines  is  as  follows  BOSTONIUM  RECUFERATUM/XVII, 
MARTIl/MDCCLXXVI.  The  translation  of  the  legend  is  "Boston  retaken  17,  March, 
1776".  The  diameter  of  the  medal  is  2 and  ll/l6ths  inches  or  78mm.  The  weight 
of  the  silver  medal  is  approximately  gms.,  and  the  weight  of  the  original 
bronze  medals  is  approximately  gms. 

Since  it  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  unravel  the  chronology  of  the  original 
medal  and  the  five  restrikes  of  it,  it  is  important  to  understand  which  dies  were 
made  when.  Fortunately,  both  the  original  gold  medal  presented  to  Washington, 
and  a silver  medal  presented  him  by  the  French  government  are  still  in  ex- 
istance,  so  it  is  easy  to  determine  by  comparison  to  these  two  specimens  which 
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medal  represents  the  original  dies  (needless  to  say,  there  can  only  be  one  set  of 
original  dies — all  other  dies  and  the  pieces  made  from  them  must  be  restrikestl). 

Of  course,  part  of  the  confusion  among  the  pieces  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  two 
key  classical  methods  for  the  determination  of  the  original — the  four  horses 
hoofs  showing  under  Washingtons  horse  on  the  reverse  and  the  periods  in  the 
lower  exergue  legend  are  invalid  as  mentioned  in  the  introduction.  The  rest  of 
the  confusion  lies  in  the  fact  that  undoubtedly  the  dies  used  for  the  original 
medal  were  not  the  artists’  first  rendition  of  the  piece. 

Pierre  Simon  Duvivier  was  a famous  die  sinker  employed  by  the  Americans  in  Paris 
to  engrave  the  'Washington  medal  and  several  others  of  the  nine  pieces  authorized 
by  Congress  from  1776  to  1781  (Gatteaux  and  Dupre  engraved  the  others  as  well  as 
Duvivier).  Three  die  trials  of  the  medal  are  known,  and  are  shown  on  Plate  IV. 

It  is  felt  that  these  predated  the  engraving  of  the  two  accepted  original  dies. 

The  rejected  obverse  die,  designated  Obv.  R in  the  plate  is  to  our  knowledge  only 
known  in  a single  example  in  the  Norweb  collection.  It  differs  from  the  accepted 
design  in  three  respects.  There  is  a dividing  line  below  the  bust  to  offset  the 
legend  COMITIA  AMERICANA — actually  this  dividing  line  appears  on  all  but  one  of 
the  other  eight  medals  authorized  from  1777  to  1781,  but  was  apparently  rejected 
by  Jefferson.  In  addition,  the  legend  uses  the  letter  ,rUM  rather  than  the  letter 
"V”  as  on  the  accepted  design.  Also,  the  bust  itself  differs  in  the  treatment 
of  the  hair — the  bow  is  larger  and  the  hair  rather  than  curling  upwards  at  the 
end  curls  slightly  downward.  The  die  trial,  Obv.  R is  apparently  made  by  the 
splashing  method  (molten  led  poured  into  the  die  and  allowed  to  harden),  and 
adhering  to  the  rough  plain  reverse  in  mirror  image  (the  photograph  was  printed 
in  reverse  to  show  the  lettering  correctly)  are  remains  of  some  printing.  As  a 
guess,  the  inscription  reads  "Ethis  destroyee  per  ordre  de  Joseph  Veytax  -uis, 

G ”,  which  indicates  that  the  rejected  obverse  was  destroyed,  and  undoubtedly 

a few  lead  splashings  were  taken  as  souvenirs. 

The  rejected  reverse.  Rev.  X,  was  obviously  not  destroyed  after  it  was  made,  and 
is  a definite  clue  as  to  the  origin  of  the  first  restrike.  Baker,  on  page  29  in 
a footnote  mentions  the  existance  of  this  reverse,  but  its  signifigance  was 
missed.  The  design  of  this  piece  is  almost  identical  to  the  accepted  reverse  A, 
differing  slightly  in  the  placing  of  exergue  lettering,  in  the  length  of  the  gun 
in  the  left  soldiers  hand  (pointing  towards  the  border),  in  the  shape  of  the  "0" 
in  PBIMO  (it  is  slightly  oval,  not  round  as  on  the  Rev.  A),  but  the  most  striking 
difference  is  in  the  date  which  reads  MCCLXXVI  or  1276,  not  1776  (the  ”D”  was 
ommitted).  This  error  in  the  date  is  obviously  the  reason  the  die  was  rejected. 

Since  many  people  wanted  copies  of  Washington’s  medal,  a number  of  specimens 
were  undoubtedly  struck  in  both  bronze  and  silver  in  addition  to  the  gold  pre- 
sentation piece.  Undoubtedly  in  the  course  of  striking,  the  reverse  die  shattered, 
and  to  expedite  the  preparation  of  the  new  reverse,  the  Rev.  X was  corrected  by 
over  cutting  the  ,rD"  over  the  ”M”  and  placing  the  new  m just  to  the  left.  This 
is  obviously  the  origin  of  the  first  re strike  reverse,  Rev.  B.  By  comparing  Rev. 

B to  Rev.  X,  the  over  cutting  in  apparent,  and  the  differences  mentioned  above  in 
describing  Rev.  X are  readily  apparent  from  the  accepted  die.  Rev.  A.  Since  this 
first  restrike  piece  was  probably  struck  before  1820,  the  French  mint  did  not 
mark  the  edges  GUIVRE  or  ARGENT,  which  distinguishes  all  subsequent  French  mint 
restrikes.  Unfortunately  when  compiling  his  booklet  ’Early  Medals  of  Washington’, 
Wayte  Raymond  did  not  know  of  this  first  restrike,  type  1-3,  and  illustrated  this 
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instead  of  the  real  specimen.  The  error  was  repeated,  since  the  identical  cut 
(the  medal  was  from  Raymond* s collection)  was  used  to  illustrate  Shepard  Pond’s 
article  on  the  Webster  silver  presentation  set  which  contained  'Washington’s 
silver  specimen  of  his  award  medal.  Baker  should  have  suspected  the  existance 
of  this  first  restrike  from  his  footnote,  but  having  probably  never  compared 
bronze  specimens  with  'Washington’s  two  original  pieces,  the  differences  were 
probably  overlooked. 

The  other  die  trial  shown  on  Plate  IV  is  the  accepted  obverse  I,  and  might  have 
not  been  a trial  shell,  but  made  latter  (it  does  not  show  any  of  the  die  breaks 
of  the  obverse  readily  descemible  on  Type  I-C). 

Before  going  into  the  history  of  the  known  pieces,  the  chronology  of  the  other 
known  restrikes  is  helpful.  The  accepted  (from  the  literature)  restrike,  is  the 
classical  one  with  three  legs  showing  under  'Washington’s  horse,  and  was  made  at  the 
French  mint,  probably  about  1830.  All  specimens  seen  have  the  words  ARGENT, 

CUIVRE  or  BRONZE  stamped  on  the  edge  clearly  indicating  that  they  are  restrikes. 

The  early  restrikes  in  silver  (ARGENT  on  the  edge)  and  bronze  (CUIVKS  on  the  edge 
— the  color  of  the  metal  is  a dark  chocolate  shade)  were  made  undoubtedly  over  a 
period  of  years.  The  obverse  shows  a number  of  die  breaks  and  flakes  for 
instance  over  the  E of  ADSERTORI,  in  the  field  opposite  'Washington’s  chin,  above 
and  below  the  E of  GEORGIO  and  under  the  long  curl  near  the  bust  truncation. 

Also,  on  the  bust  itself  are  a number  of  rust  spots,  clearly  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  (see  Plate  II).  This  is  the  second  restrike,  type  I-C.  The  reverse 
differs  from  the  original,  not  only  in  the  number  of  hoofs  showing  under  the  horse, 
but  has  no  periods  in  the  lower  exergue  legend,  and  the  gun  in  the  soldiers  hand 
immediately  to  the  left  of  Washington  is  quite  short.  The  piece  is  listed  as 
Baker  48  and  Raymond  2. 

Actually  the  dies  of  the  second  restrike  were  in  use  until  about  1890,  as  a few 
specimens  struck  in  ’late  bronze’  have  been  seen.  This  finish,  introduced  by 
the  French  mint  about  1890  is  the  current  ’golden  bronze’  used  on  medals  by  both 
the  French  and  U.S.  Mints,  and  on  the  French  pieces,  may  be  distinguished  by  the 
edge  lettering  BRONZE.  Actually,  on  these  pieces,  (see  illustration  on  Plate  V), 
the  die  flakes  on  the  obverse  have  been  removed,  and  the  die  slightly  retouched. 

In  addition,  a large  die  break  has  begun  to  appear  over  the  HOS  of  HOSTIBUS — 
probably  only  a few  of  this  late  restrikes  from  the  third  set  of  dies  were  made, 
as  the  broken  reverse  necessitated  the  issuance  of  the  Fifth  Restrike  by  the 
French  mint,  probably  about  1910.  This  combination.  Type  IV-F,  has  a very 
similar  obverse  to  that  of  the  late  strike  of  Type  I-C  (see  Plate  V)  but  as  may 
be  seen  on  Plate  III,  the  new  Rev.  F is  very  similar  to  the  second  restrike 
reverse,  Rev.  C,  but  to  help  confuse  the  collecting  public,  there  are  now  four 
hoofs  showing  under  Washington’s  horse,  and  there  is  no  punctuation  in  the  lower 
exergue  legend.  Probably  this  piece  was  first  made  about  1910,  and  on  the  edge 
has  BRONZE  FRANCS  — it  is  assumed  that  later  strikes,  probably  after  1930  have 
the  single  name  BRONZE  on  the  edge.  These  pieces  are  still  available  through 
the  French  Mint,  and  about  I960  specimens  were  even  struck  in  silver  (the  edge  is 
stamped  ARGENT),  and  at  one  time  were  offered  for  sale  in  the  United  States  as 
originals  at  $35*00  apiece. 


The  first  American  made  restrikes  of  the  Before  Boston  Medal  were  made  by  the 
U.S.  Mint  at  Philadelphia  about  I860  (the  third  re strike,  Type  II-D).  At  this 
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time,  officials  of  the  Mint  were  trying  to  build  up  their  collection  of  U.S. 
Coinage,  but  more  especially  their  collection  of  Washington  piece  under  the  direc- 
tion of  J.  R.  Snowden.  Besides  their  somewhat  clandestine  escapades  into  re- 
striking regular  U.S.  coinage  (half  cents,  patterns  and  1804  dollars!!),  they 
also  began  to  issue  medals  for  sale  to  the  collecting  public -natur ally  the  series 
of  medals  awarded  by  Congress  from  1776  to  date  were  a natural.  Unfortunately 
dies  for  many  of  the  early  pieces  were  at  the  Mint  in  Paris,  and  they  would 
not  release  them  to  the  U.S.  Mint  (in  other  cases  the  dies  were  lost,  or  shattered 
beyond  usefulness).  Thus,  since  they  were  unable  to  obtain  the  dies,  new  one 
were  prepared.  The  Washington  Before  Boston  medal  was  of  course  a natural,  and 
the  Third  Restrike  dies  were  made  by  a gun  metal  transfer  process — losing  some  of 
the  detail  of  original  piece — the  model  medal  used  was  the  second  French  restrike 
(Type  I-C) — of  course  the  lettering  was  touched  up  after  the  transfer.  These 
pieces,  made  for  sale  to  the  general  public  were  only  struck  in  the  old  dark 
bronze,  and  were  struck  at  various  periods  up  unto  about  1890.  At  that  time 
these  dies  became  useless,  and  a new  set  was  prepared. 

The  Fourth  Restrike  (Type  III-E),  is  the  dies  currently  in  use  by  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia — they  have  the  superfical  resemblence  to  the  original  medal,  in 
that  once  again  four  hoofs  show  under  Washingtons  horse,  and  for  the  third 
time  (Obv.  A and  B)  the  reverse  exergue  legend  has  period  punctuation.  However, 
even  a cursory  comparison  to  any  of  the  early  pieces,  shows  that  an  entirely  new 
set  of  letter  punches  was  used — this  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  legend 
HOSTIBUS  PRIMO  FUGATIS  where  it  has  no  resemblence  to  the  original  letter  punches. 
The  "0"  of  PRIMO  is  especially  different. 

The  early  strikings  of  the  Fourth  restrike  were  made  in  the  dark  chocolate  bronze 
which  was  the  standard  finish  up  unto  about  1900 — after  that  the  light  golden 
bronze  was  used  and  the  current  medals  available  from  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia 
at  $4.00  apiece  use  these  same  dies.  (It  was  this  identical  piece  that  was 
confused  as  an  original  in  the  Washingtonia  article  in  Antiques  magazine  in  1957, 
and  more  recently  in  the  February  22,  1963  issue  of  Coin  World). 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  article,  a list  of  the  illustrations  of  the  Before 
Boston  medal  in  previous  published  literature  is  given,  and  all  but  one  of  the 
illustrations  shows  one  or  another  of  the  various  restrikes,  in  addition  a list 
of  known  pieces  is  given,  with  an  indication  of  rarity,  and  a separate  listing 
of  tentative  valuations  is  given  in  a separate  table. 

To  further  round  out  this  study  of  the  Before  Boston  medal,  three  other  related 
pieces  are  shown  on  the  plates.  On  Plate  III,  a contemporary  silver  cast  of  a 
Before  Boston  medal  is  shown,  as  mentioned  by  Wayte  Raymond  under  his  listing 
of  the  original  piece.  Actually  this  cast  is  from  the  Second  Restrike  (Type 
I-C),  from  the  Raymond  collection— the  hallmarks  on  the  edge  we  have  been 
unable  to  identify,  except  that  obviously  the  silver  used  was800  fine.  There  is 
definite  evidence  of  tooling  in  the  field  of  the  medal  after  it  was  cast,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  photograph. 

On  the  bottom  of  Plate  IV  is  shown  a blue  and  white  porcelain  medallion  in 
imitation  of  the  obverse  of  the  Before  Boston  medal.  This  is  the  only  similar 
piece  we  have  discovered,  and  although  its  fabric  suggests  the  style  of  Wedgewood, 
various  porcelain  authorities  have  attributed  it  to  France  at  the  period  oi  aoout 
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1800.  (The  piece  was  obtained  in  the  TFlea  Market*  of  Paris  in  I960). 

The  third  miscellaneous  piece  included  on  Plate  V,  is  shown  only  for  completeness. 
The  medal  shown  is  mentioned  by  Baker  in  a footnote  on  page  28,  where  A Dumarest 
of  New  York  exactly  copied  the  bust  of  the  Before  Boston  medal  by  Duvivier,  but 
signed  his  name.  The  piece  is  not  struck,  but  only  an  electrotype — no  struck 
specimens  are  known.  The  piece  actually  is  rather  scarce,  but  has  little  direct 
relation  to  the  Before  Boston  medal. 

The  pedigree  history  of  the  gold  and  silver  original  Before  Boston  medals  that 
were  in  the  possession  of  General  Washington  is  quite  fascinating,  and  has  been 
covered  in  considerable  detail  in  the  literature.  However  since  most  of  the 
references  discussing  these  pieces  are  not  readily  accessible,  a summary  of  the 
history  of  both  pieces  (the  gold  piece  is  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  the 
silver  specimen  is  located  at  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  in  Boston)  is 
given  in  the  appendix.  Only  one  other  impression  from  the  original  dies  in 
silver  is  known.  Baker  said  that  supposedly  other  specimens  in  silver  (he  only 
knew  of  one)  were  supposedly  in  existence — however  in  the  past  hundred  years  there 
have  been  no  auction  records  or  published  reports  of  any  other  silver  specimen 
except  the  Webster  piece  at  the  M.H.S. 
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LIST  OF  KNOWN  PIECES 

Original  Type  I-A  Gold — unique,  in  collection  of  Boston  Public  Library  (from 

General  'Washington1 s *Iron  Chest1)  R-10  (About  1941  a gold  specimen,  of 
unknown  dies  was  offerred  for  sale  to  Stack1 s of  New  York  by  a group  of 
gypsies,  and  the  author  was  told  by  a reputable  French  dealer  that  one  in 
gold  in  a private  collection  in  France.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  that 
either  of  these  are  from  original  dies  (it  is  thought  the  1 gypsy*  piece 
was  melted  for  gold  value)  as  anyone  could  order  a medal  struck  by  the 
French  mint  in  gold  by  supplying  the  bullion  and  paying  a striking  cost — 
probably  any  gold  pieces  that  turn  up  will  be  the  second  restrike  type 
(Type  1-C). 

Silver — Two  known.  R-9  One  ex.  Gen  'Washington,  in  the  'Webster  case  of 
eleven  silver  medals  at  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  and  the  second  known  specimen 
in  Fuld  Collection  from  old  medal  collection  formed  in  Lima,  Peru  and 
sent  to  this  country  in  1961. 

Bronze — probably  5 or  6 specimens  known.  Presently  located  specimens  in 
Fuld  and  Norweb  Coll.  One  in  Parsons  sale,  probably  original.  R-8. 
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First  Restrike  Type  I-B  Bronze-probably  rare,  and  no  specimens  located  at 

present,  but  one  ex.  Raymond  Coll,  about  1958.  Obviously  many  pieces 
reported  as  originals  are  of  this  type.  R-8. 

Lead — two  located,  one  ex.  Garrett  Coll,  now  in  Collection  Johns 
Hopkins  University  and  one  Fuld  Collection. 

Second  Restrike  Type  I-C  Silver-French  Mint  restrike,  probably  over  15 
specimens  know.  1 ARGENT1  stamped  on  edge.  Present  locations  as 
follows  MS,  Fuld,  Kagin  (ex  Magriel),  Norweb.  R-7 

Bronze-French  Mint  restrike — well  over  100  must  be  in  existance.  ’’CUrVRE" 
stamped  on  edge,  and  struck  in  dark  early  bronze  (chocolate  colored)  R-5 

Copper-Late  French  Mint  restrike  circa  1890,  struck  in  late  golden  bronze 
(usually  show  die  break — see  Plate  V.  Edge  stamped  BRONZE*.  R-3 

Third  Restrike  Type  II-D  Bronze — American  Mint  origin,  made  about  I960. 

Undoubtedly  several  hundred  struck,  all  in  early  * chocolate*  bronze.  R-4 

Fourth  Restrike  Type  III-E  Bronze-American  Mint  restrike,  first  made  about 

1890.  The  early  pieces  made  before  1900  were  in  dark  chocolate  bronze 
and  are  rather  rare.  Only  4 reported  to  date  in  early  bronze  (Fuld  (2 
specimens),  Norweb,  Kagin  (ex.  Magreil)).  The  late  strikes,  in  golden 
late  bronze  are  still  available  from  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  at 
$4.00  apiece. 


Early  bronze  R-8 

Late  (golden)  bronze  R-l 

Fifth  Restrike  Type  IV-F  Silver — French  Mint  re  strike,  dies  made  about  1910. 

The  silver  specimens  were  struck  about  I960,  and  sold  by  dealers  in 
Europe  at  about  $22.50.  Edges  incused  1 ARGENT1.  R-7 

Bronze-Late  golden  bronze.  The  early  strikes  have  edge  stamped  "BR0NZE- 
FRANCE",  Late  specimens  still  available  from  French  mint  in  golden  bronze 
have  edge  stamped  uBR0NZEn.  R-l 

SUGGESTED  VALUATIONS  OF  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDALS 


Approx,  year  of 
origin  of  dies 

Type 

Metal 

Rarity 

Value 

Original  (1786) 

I -A 

Gold 

R-10 

unique 

Silver 

R-9 

Bronze 

R-8 

$75.00 

First  Restrike 

I-B 

Bronze 

R-8 

35.00 

(1820) 

Lead 

R-9 

50.00 

Second  Re strike 

I-C 

Silver 

R-7 

65.00 

(1835) 

Bronze,  early 

R-5 

22.50 

Bronze,  late 

R-3 

7.50 
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SUGGESTED  VALUATIONS  OF  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDALS  (cont) 

Approx  year  of 


origin  of  dies 

Type 

Metal 

Rarity 

Value 

Third  Restrike 

II-D 

Bronze 

R-4 

$17.50 

(1860) 

Fourth  Re strike 

III-E 

Bronze,  early 

R-8 

35.00 

(1890) 

Bronze,  late 
(still  available 

R-l 

4.00 

Fifth  Restrike 

IV -F 

Silver 

R-7 

22.50 

(still  available) 

Bronze,  late 

R-l 

4.00 

(still  available) 

Illustrations  in  published  literature  (arranged  in  chronological  order).  Only 

one  plate  apparently  shows  the  original  specimen. 

Wyatt,  Thos.  ’’Memiors  of  the  Generals,  Commodores  and  other  Commanders,  etc.” 
Philadelphia,  1848 

Illustration,  Plate  II — shows  1st  restrike  (Type  I-B)  and  D over  M is 
apparent  (Engraved  by  W.L.  Ormsby) 

Snowden,  J.R.  "A  Description  of  the  Medals  of  Washington,  etc.”  Philadelphia, 1861 
Illustration  Plate  IV,  No.  3 is  2nd  Restrike  (Type  I-C) 

(Engraved  by  J.W.  Steel  by  the  anaglyptograph  process) 

Loubat,  J.F.  "The  Medallic  History  of  the  United  States  of  America"  New  York,1879 
Illustration  on  Plate  I is  2nd  restrike  (Type  I-C)  printed  by  A.  Salmon, 
Paris,  etching  by  Jules  Jacquemart. 

Anon.  "The  ’Washington  Evacuation  Medal"  Article  in  American  Journal  of 

Numismatics.  15  (July,  1880).  The  frontisplate  of  the  issue  states  "Copy 
of  a gold  medal  presented  to  General  Washington  by  Congress  on  the 
Evacuation  of  Boston".  The  medal  shown,  in  an  outline  line  out  form,  is 
undoubtedly  of  the  original  type  I-A,  but  it  is  a poor  facsimle  and  not 
a faithful  reproduction. 

Chapman,  S.H.  & H "The  Charles  I.  Bushnell  Sale"  Philadelphia,  1882.  A 

photograph  of  the  Washington  Before  Boston  Medal  is  shown  for  the  first 
time  in  this  sale  (not  an  engraving  or  line  out)  but  the  obverse  only 
is  shown — thus  the  reverse  could  be  either  type  A (original)  or  B ( 1st 
restrike).  It  is  our  guess  that  the  piece  is  the  original. 

Johnston,  E.B.  "Original  Portraits  of  Washington"  Boston,  1882.  Illustration, 
Plate  XXXII,  p.  236  is  2nd  restrike  (Type  I-C) 

Raymond,  W.  "Early  Medals  of  Washington"  Illustration  of  Medal  1,  supposedly  a 
"4  leg"  original  and  Baker  47,  is  actually  a 1st  restrike.  Type  I-B, 
and  D over  M is  apparent. 
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Pond,  Shepard  "The  Case  of  Washington’s  Medals  in  the  Cabinet  of  the 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society"  Article  in  Coin  Collectors  Journal  11 
(No.  2)  March-April,  1944,  p.  33* 

Unfortunately,  even  in  this  case  the  original  is  not  shown,  since 
Raymond,  the  publisher  of  the  journal,  used  the  cut  previously  used  in 
the  "Early  Medals  of  Washington"  booklet,  thus  the  illustration  is  of 
1st  restrike,  type  I-B. 

Magriel,  Paul  "American  icons:  George  'Washington  Medals"  in  Antiques  February, 

1957*  The  cover  photograph  and  illustration  on  page  146,  supposedly 
the  ’4  leg  original’  is  actually  the  4th  restrike,  American  origin  of 
about  1890  (Type  III-E). 
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Rev.  A 


THE  ORIGINAL  POUR 


LEG  WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDAL 
(Baker  47) 


Obv.  I 


Photo  of 
Silver  Specimen 
(Fuld  Coll) 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  REVERSE  A 

Note:  Gun  in  left  soliers  hand  is  about  1/32"  from  edge.  Four  hoofs 

show  under  Washington’s  horse.  The  "0"  in  PRIMO  is  perfectly  round. 

Periods  after  XVII  and  MDCCLXXVI.  Last  "I”  of  MARTII  under  ”R”  of  RECUPERATUM 
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PLATE  II 


THE  FIRST  RESTRIKE  MEDAL 


(FRENCH)  FOUR 
(Raymond 


HOOFS  UNDER  WASHINGTON’S  HORSE 
1) 


Obv.  I Rev.  B 

Note:  The  MOn  in  PRIMO  is  slightly  oval.  Second  ”1"  of  MARTII 

under  second  "E"  of  RECUPERATUM 


THE  SECOND  RESTRIKE  (FRENCH)  Three  Hoofs  under  WASHINGTON’S  HORSE 


Note:  Three  hoofs  shown  under  Washington’s  horse,  and  no  periods  in 

lower  exergue  legend.  Edge  marked  CUIVRE  OR  ARGENT  indicating  a restrike. 


THE  THIRD  RESTRIKE  (U.  S.  MINT)  Three  Hoofs  show  under  Washington’s  Horse 


Obv.  II  Rev.  D 
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PLATE  III 

THE  FOURTH  RESTRIKE  (U.S.  MINT)  Circa  1890  Four  Hoof's  show  under  Washington 1 s Horse 


Obv.  Ill 


Rev.  E 


THE  FIFTH  RESTRIKE  (FRENCH)  Circa  1910  Four  hoofs  show  under  Washington's  Horse 


Obv.  IV 


Rev.  F 


Edges 

First  type  (31910 ) 


rmr 


Second  type  (afterl930 


The  silver  restrikes 
have  ARGENT  on  edgd 
similar  to  I-C 


CONTEMPORARY  SILVER  CAST  (Made  about  1830)  Cast  from  Second  Restrike 


Note  Hall  Marks 
on  edge  (unidenti- 
fied to  date). 
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PLATE  IV 


OBVERSE  SHELL 
OF  DIE  I 
Die  Trial? 
(Fuld  Coll.) 


REVERSE  SHELL 
Rejected  die  trial  of  un- 
corrected Rev.  B.  Note  error  in  date 
MCCLXXVI  or  1276  (Norweb  Coll.) 
See  Baker,  p.  29  footnote. 


Obv.  I 


Rejected  obverse  die,  probably  prior  to 
Obverse  I.  Note  nUn  in  legend  rather  than  uV,,fs. 

This  die  trial  made  by  Splashing*  process  (Norweb  Coll.) 


/ : . 'Th»s  Dt  "7  ; \ 

\ ? $:*'  OKDfCB  J)H' 


U 


*sf- 


n $ 

\ "f  j -^is.C 


X 


Porcelain  Obverse  of  Before  Boston  Medal 
French  Medallion  in  blue  and  white,  circa  1800 


(Fuld  Coll.) 


!AS)ilX§ 
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PLATE  V 

Copy  of  Obverse  Hub  die  of  Before  Boston  Medal,  Circa 
1865 . See  footnote  in  Baker,  p.  28. 


2nd  STATE  of  TYPE  I-C 


French  Mint,  2nd  state,  circa  1890  in  late  golden  bronze,  edge 
stamped  nBR0NZEn,  as  on  type  IV— F.  Note  die  break  on  reverse  over 
HOST  of  HOSTIBUS. 
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CAT AMS  RELEASES  ANNIVERSARY  JOURNAL 


For  the  first  anniversary  of  CATAMS  (Chicago  Area  Token  and  Medal  Society)  the  club  journal,  "The  Catamount," 
was  increased  in  size  to  12  pages  with  the  articles  photographically  illustrated.  The  following  subjects 
were  covered  and  are  of  particular  value  to  collectors  of  tokens  and  medals:  "The  1876  Centennial  Wooden 

Medals"  by  Arlie  R.  Slabaugh;  the  Saint  Francisville,  Illinois  Ferry  Tokens"  by  Lee  R.  Sanders;  and  "Chicago’s 
Exposition  Halls"  by  Nathan  N.  Eglit.  "The  Catamount"  is  printed  on  the  same  size  paper  as  TAMS  Journal  and 
can  easily  be  inserted  in  binders  along  with  it.  A limited  number  of  extra  copies  were  prepared  and  will  be 
supplied  to  non-members  at  cost:  25$  each  plus  5$  postage.  (30$).  Address  the  Editor  and  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Arlie  R.  Salbaugh,  7409  W.  Howard  St.,  Chicago,  111.  60648. 


CATAMS  has  now  reached  a milestone  by  having  50  members.  Meetings  are  held  bi-monthly  on  the  second  Sunday 
of  the  month  at  7 o’clock  in  the  Central  Plaza  Hotel,  321  N.  Central  Avenue,  Chicago.  Anyone  interested  in 
tokens  and  medals  is  invited  to  attend.  Next  meeting  will  be  December  8.  Dues  are  S2.00  per  year  which 
includes  subscription  to  "The  Catamount"  which  is  published  bi-monthly.  Each  issue  contains  one  or  more 
articles  on  tokens  and  medals  . 


WBBBKHHBWBBBBHHHHBHKBHHHHHHBHBHHBHHf-JHttBBBHHHfr 


Philadelphia  Token  and  Medal  Society  was  the  name  adopted  at  the  organizational  meeting  of  the  seventh 
regional  TAMS  group  to  be  formed,  and  the  second  within  a month,  as  a caucus  was  held  July  24,  1963  in 
the  Community  Room,  Liberty  Federal  Savings  and  Loan,  Broad  and  Race  Streets,  Philadelphia.  Daniel  J. 
Lorden,  TAMS  553»  was  selected  as  first  president  of  the  new  group. 


John  Harrison  Jr.  assumed  office  as  vice  president,  Mark  Sawyer  was  named  treasurer,  and  Harold  Sullivan, 
TAJ'S  307,  1640  Comley  Street,  Philadelphia  49,  Pa.,  became  secretary. 


Other  founders  present  at  the  historic  meeting  were  Edward  Davis,  William  Grichin,  James  Wobensmith, 
Alexander  Kaptik,  Robert  Alpigini,  Harry  Bonn  and  Frederick  Bloh.  Dues  were  established  at  $1  per  annum 
with  a $1  initiation  fee. 


Sullivan  noted  that  charter  memberships  would  close  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  set  for  August  28, 

All  meetings  of  the  group  are  to  begin  promptly  at  8 p.m.  on  the  fourth  'Wednesday  of  each  month  in  the 
Liberty  building.  The  group  extends  an  invitation  to  all  token  and  medal  collectors  to  attend  its  meetings 
and  to  contact  the  secretary  for  further  information. 

Formation  of  PTAMS  followed  hard  on  the  heels  of  the  organization  meeting  of  the  Lake  Erie  Kxonumists  at 
Parma,  Ohio  July  7 and  is  an  indication  that  the  general  success  of  previous  groups  has  stimulated  a rapid 
expansion  of  regional  groupings  throughout  the  nation.  The  full  roster  of  TAMS-type  groups  and  their  dates 
of  formation,  which  follow,  show  a distinct  trend  toward  a rapidly-cohering  activity  on  the  regional  level. 

California  Exonumist  Society  December  4,  I960  Arizona  Exonumist  Society  February  18,  1962 

New  England  Exonumist  Society  March  3,  1962  Chicago  Area  Token  and  Medal  Society  June  22,  1962 

'Washington  Area  Token  and  Medal  Society  April  17,1963  Lake  Erie  Exonumists  July  7,  1963 
Philadelphia  Token  and  Medal  Society  July  24,  1963 

Rumors  in  the  past  have  indicated  that  groups  were  considering  organizing  in  such  widely-scattered  areas  as 
Texas,  Maryland  and  Upper  New  York  State,  and  we  wonder  how  many  other  groups  of  collectors  are  waiting  for 
a spark  to  set  aflame  the  basic  desire  for  a local  club  devoted  to  the  prime  interests  of  exonumists? 

A special  meeting  of  the  New  England  Exonumist  Society  was  held  during  August  in  honor  of  Gene  and  Kay 
McDowell  of  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

A dinner  was  held  at  the  128  Motel  in  Dedham,  Mass,  and  the  members  then  adjourned  to  a meeting  room.  The 
speaker  of  the  evening  was  Kay  McDowell,  Secretary  of  the  Anchorage  Coin  Club. 

Mrs.  McDowell  gave  an  excellent  talk  on  all  phases  of  Alaskan  numismatics  and  displayed  her  collection, 
which  included  the  finest  collection  of  Indian  trading  beads  in  collectors’  hands.  Her  tokens  were  dis- 
played on  a map  showing  the  geographical  origin  of  each  piece. 

Maurice  Gould,  President  of  NESS,  presented  Mrs.  McDowell  with  a Life  Membership  in  the  organization. 

Among  the  guests  was  Duane  Feisel,  formerly  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  a very  well  known  exonumist,  who  now 
resides  in  New  England.  NEES  will  participate  in  the  Second  Greater  Boston  Coin  Convention  to  be  held  on 
Nove.foer  3rd  at  the  128  Motel  in  Dedham,  Mass. 

Gerry  Gosselin  of  Newport,  Vermont,  has  been  elected  a Director  for  the  State  of  Vermont  to  replace  T.G. 
Harper,  who  has  been  transferred  to  another  section  of  the  country. 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  NEES,  the  honored  guest  and  speaker  was  John  Pittman,  one  of  the  country’s 
best  known  numismatists. 


The  meeting  took  place  in  the  Brookline  Motor  Hotel,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Mr.  Pittman  showed  his  famous  collection  of  Assay  Medals  and  spoke  of  his  experiences  when  he  wa3  a member 
of  the  Assay  Commission.  He  also  showed  his  collection  of  Canadian  coins  and  other  series. 

He  was  presented  with  an  Honorary  Life  Membership  in  our  Society  by  Maurice  Gould,  the  President. 


